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CAMP NEQFA
NEWSLETTER.
WEEK ONE
Sunday-

All my fellow counselors and I were
starting to finally feel the "camp vibes" as
soon as we realized that campers were
coming TODAY!!! As we were sitting around
the lunch tables days before, we felt
something missing. That something was the
sound of laughter and the spilling of juice that
all you campers bring to the table. As
everyone began rolling in, camp begin to get
louder and lOx more fun.
We all enjoyed our first games of air
hockey and nuke 'em of the camping season.
Old campers catching up with each other and
new campers just getting to know one
another, everything fell into normal routine
even before dinner! At dinner we enjoyed
oven roasted chicken along with mashed
potatoes and the campers quickly came to
the realization that Shirley is an amazing chef.
After dinner was the first official flag lowering
of the camping season where we lowered
both the American and Canadian flags and
sang "days done".
After flags we put on long pants and
bug sprayed to prepare for the evening
activity. Like every Sunday evening the
activity was ice breakers where the campers
played an assortment of name and get-toknow one another games. Games included
the name game where everyone had to line
up and assort themselves in chronological
order by the first letters of their name. The
second game is a Camp NEOFA favorite
where the campers are all in a circle and
someone stands in the middle saying

something they like. Everyone who likes the
same thing has to run across the circle. The
last game was a beach ball game where
everyone was also in a circle and there was a
beach ball being thrown around. On the
beach ball were questions written such as
"What's your biggest fear?" or "What's your
favorite color?"

First campfire of the season

After ice breakers we had our very
first camper integrated campfire. Old
campers chimed right in singing their all-time
favorite songs and new campers chimed in as
well learning songs that would be stuck in
their head for days. After everyone was
exhausted from "going bananas" or "getting
sick of bazooka bubble-gum" we all headed
to bed for some well needed rest for
tomorrow's busy day.
Monday-

Everyone woke up to the sound of
Reveille,
an
unfamiliar and
slightly
unpleasant sound. We soon shook out the
sleepy seeds and were excited for our first
full day of camp! We showered, and most of
us happily made our way to flag raising. It
took some of us a few minutes... or seeing
everyone dressed in red, white, and blue to
realize that it was in fact the Fourth of July!!!
We all knew Keith had fun things in stored for
us today and we were all antsy to find out
what the big surprise was! We ate a hearty
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breakfast of muffins and cereal before we
went on our way to cabin clean-up. We all
excitedly cleaned our cabin full of
anticipation for the first full day of activities.
The campers enjoyed nature hikes
and ice breakers in sports and games as well
as archery and arts and crafts. Once we were
done with our first three periods of the
morning, we had a half hour of games such
as nuke 'em and ping pong. When we finally
made our way to lunch, we all realized how
decorated the mess hall was with thanks to
Keith. We enjoyed a lunch of egg salad
sandwiches before we had a much needed
siesta. After our much needed break, we
headed to the Camp NEOFA store where we
had our once-daily sugar rush. We ended the
afternoon with two more activity periods and
then supervised games. Some of the kids
played card games such as ERS and nuke 'em
while others caught up from an entire year
away from one another. We had a delicious
dinner of spaghetti where once again the
mess hall was decorated by Keith in an array
of red, white, and blue.

Eating a festive Fourth of July dinner

After dinner we lowered the flags
and played a bunch of games including track
stretches and sprints and standing around a
circle trying to make one another laugh. We
all excitedly walked back to the campfire for
round two of songs knowing that Keith had
one more surprise in store for us but not
quite knowing what it was. We impatiently

waited as Keith gave us glow sticks and
necklaces wondering if that was the only
surprise. Finally, he told us that his surprise
was fireworks!!! We all sat at waterfront
enjoying the fireworks that Mike and RJ were
preparing for us. We headed back to our
cabins a little later than usual and more tired
than ever, excited for what Tuesday was
going to bring.

RJ, Mike, and Keith preparing for the fireworks

TuesdayWe woke up jazzed for another
wonderful day at Camp NEOFA! Stumbling
our way to flags, there was a crispness in the
air that only Maine could bring. As the flags
were being raised and we were singing both
the American and Canadian national anthem
I saw everyone's faces as they realized that
we were having bacon for breakfast just from
the aroma. We enjoyed a great breakfast of
eggs and bacon before we started another
busy day at Camp NEOFA.
Nature had survivor day where they
built forts and fires pretending they were
stranded on an island. All the kids
participated in time trials where Michael had
the fastest time of the entire camp! Go Mr.
Weeks!!! Coming in with second was
Andrew, and with a close third was Sarah! For
lunch we had BLTs with EVEN MORE
BACOOOOOOON!!! The day went by its
regular routine with siesta, store, and
supervised game. We enjoyed a wonderful
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dinner of hot dogs with beans with even
more bacon. Much appreciated, Shirley.
For the evening activity we had a
camp favorite; ESCAPE. This is a game where
all the counselors hide and the campers have
to find them. The fourteen year olds did an
awesome job being the leaders of their little
groups for this game. Every counselor was
worth a certain amount of points, myself
being worth four or negative one. Luckily, I
was one of the two counselors that was not
found meaning I would not deduct points
from any of the campers racked up points.
Campfire went as normal with even
louder chants than ever as everyone grew
comfortable with the songs. We exhausted
ourselves with yet another campfire and
everyone was ready for a gooooooood
night's sleep.
WednesdayWaking up to Reveille has become a
normal routine by today, but we all
grudgingly got up from bed and got dressed
for flag raising. We had a great breakfast of
apple coffee cake and other breakfast
favorites. The first two activities were
enjoyable and we could all feel the heat of
the day approaching. Knowing the water at
our own camp pond was lowerthan the usual
first week of camp, Mike and Allison came up
with the idea to go to Stevens Pond. Although
this involved a long walk, they knew it would
be worth it in the end. We all lined up by
cabins, with sunscreen and water bottles in
tow. As we were almost halfway there
everyone agreed that they were jumping in
as soon as they got there. Sweat dripping
from everyone's forehead, we finally made it
to the beautiful Stevens Pond and swam.
We munched on bagged lunch as
campers and counselors came in and out of
the water. Thankfully, Logan, Allison, Jessie,

and Mike were there to watch all of us and
make sure everything ran smoothly. Thanks
guys for the fun day!

Group photo at Steven's Pond

We came back for a well needed
Siesta where camper Haley broke the sink in
the small bathroom... Good going. Just
kidding! We all enjoyed supervised games
where yet another game of nuke 'em was
played as well as air hockey, ping pong, and
ERS. For dinner we had a well needed carbfilled meal of Mac and Cheese. Then, off to
the evening activity we went. We played a
game called last man standing... Or last pin
standing. The object of the game is to hit
everyone on the opposing team with foam
balls or knocking over every bowling pin at
the back of the opposing side. Campers and
counselors enjoyed this action packed game.
To end the night was the campfire which was
unique to many we've had before because
this time the fourteen year olds, who can
apply to be CITs next year ran the songs.
Brooke took place in many of these showing
some awesome initiative, and everyone else
showed amazing spirit and enthusiasm which
is what Camp NEOFA is all about. Thanks guys
for letting us counselors be campers for
about an hour.

ThursdayWe began the day in high spirits
awaiting what this day could bring. Although
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the weather was a little bit gloomy, we
weren't going to let that bring us down! For
breakfast we had pancakes and bacon which
is the sure way to light up even the foggiest
of days. It's a proven fact. We started our day
with sticky maple syrup faces, what better
way to begin any day. As everyone settled
into the normal routine of things we were
quickly realizing that this could be the end of
the camping season for some of our newest
friends. We were determined to make the
best of it!
Since the weather was gloomy,
nature decided to stay around camp and
enjoy a scavenger hunt. Sports and games
enjoyed a competitive, but friendly game of
nuke 'em! Since the water was so chilly
instead of having a free swim they went
boating. For lunch we enjoyed burgers which
is always something everyone enjoys. After
munching on our hamburgers and french
fries we had siesta and store and finally onto
the next activities. Mass one girls made an
enormous amount of tree sculptures and
sand jars while others played with a splatter
paint kit. All in all, the activity groups made
the absolute best of the gloomy weather.
That's what camp is all about, right?
After the afternoon drew to an end,
the camp had supervised games where we all
hung tight before dinner enjoying camp
games. When dinner finally came around we
stuffed our faces with roast beef, mashed
potatoes, carrots, along with a wonderful
gravy. When it came time to lower the flags,
we were all pumped to see what the evening
activity would bring. It was announced as
ultimate Frisbee and everyone was excited to
play! Once we made it to the field it was
obvious the two teams were even and it was
going to be a very exciting game.

When we all made our way back,
exhausted from the game, we realized that
little campfires were set up for us all. We
settled with blankets and sweatshirts for the
cozy fire while we went around telling scary
or funny stories. Marshmallows were passed
around for everyone to roast as well as
everything to make s'mores. Personally, this
is one of my favorite activities at camp. We
were all exhausted from the day and some of
us a little scared, we crawled into bed and fell
asleep anticipating another fun day at camp
NEOFA.
FridayToday being the last full day of week
one, we all quickly got up from bed excited to
see what the day would bring. We quickly
realized that it was going to be a chilly day but
we were relieved to know that Land Olympics
would get our blood pumping. We stuffed
our faces with a hearty breakfast of English
muffins and an assortment of fruit. Then, we
went back to our cabins preparing for the
weekly Land Olympics.
At the Olympics there were five
teams. Three camper teams, a counselor
team, and Mike Sang. Yes, Mike Sang was on
a team by himself. This was hilarious to watch
in pair activities... For example, Frisbee toss. I
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guess Mike Sang CAN'T be in two places at
once. That was news to me. After a few hours
of games and relays, the afternoon drew to a
close. We ate a delicious lunch offish sticks
and tater-tots and a dessert of ice cream
sandwiches. Thanks Sharon! After lunch we
had a siesta where the girls organized their
dresses and makeup for the weekly camp
NEOFA dance. It's kind of a big deal.
After lunch the campers went to the
regular activities for the last time this week.
The kids finished the crafts they'd been
making all week and tried to beat their
personal bests in archery. During supervised
games, the kids anticipated the dance and
everyone was asking who was going with
who. Just like any other Friday at camp, we
had our cook out where Shirley treated us
with delicious picnic food which made it feel
more like home. After dinner we all got
dolled up for the dance, yes even the boys.
Tayler and Logan prepared us a wonderful
playlist and cleared the mess hall and we
were all pumped to dance and have a good
time with the friends we'd made over the
past week.
After the dance, we settled into bed
for one last time for some of the one week
campers. Most of sad that our new friends
were leaving us so soon, others excited that
we'd be spending the rest of the month with
our other friends staying for the rest of the
week.
Nature Corner-

As soon as the campers rolled in, I
knew they would be some of the most
enthusiastic nature goers I had ever met. The
first day of nature included a walk to the
"home-nest" so that everyone could get
acquainted with the woods at camp NEOFA.
At the home-nest the groups all planted
flowers and learned how to take proper care

of them in order for them to grow. After we
all planted our flowers, we played games like
zip zap zop and the fish game.
Tuesday of nature was even more fun
than the day before. Today was island
survival day for the older kids. This involved
making teepees, gathering "food" and
starting a fire. Other younger groups made
fairy houses or built their own teepees.
Robert was wonderful at making fires, while
Samantha was more interested in the frog. I
can't blame her, I was pretty enticed myself.
Wednesday of nature was cut short because
of the super fun walk to Stevens Pond (which
involved a lot of nature, so it was okay). The
remaining groups that hadn't made fires had
a competition to see who could make the
best fires. Blake, being the wonderful
woodsman he is, had the most creative fire
and the safest.

Land Olympics-

Whole camp activities in the field

"Don't let your dreams be dreams" Mike
encouraged at the beginning of the day.
"Yesterday you said tomorrow" he continued
to get the masses excited in order to perform
well in the upcoming activities. It began with
the Mike Sang Relay ©. Team 3 just barely
edged out Team 2 in order to get an early
lead. However The Sang Factor came in last
due to his tragic downfall, the inability to
cartwheel. In response to the loss Mike said
"I've spent more on Dodger's tickets than I
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did on my car". Next was the soccer shootout
where the counselors won. After that we
continued on to Knockout where all other
competition was taken down by Michael
Sang. After that all campers and counselors
participated in Mumball. Allison won but was
upset with the competition saying, "I just
wish the crowd I was associated with was
more passionate about what they were doing
and less concerned about the commerce of
the art form". We then continued to play
Nuke 'em, Spike Ball, and Kan Jam where
Team 1 was dominant. The final leg of the
Olympics was the relay race. Team 3 lead by
Michael found themselves a lead and kept it.
The standings in each event were calculated
to the scores of: Team 1:16, The Sang Factor:
13, Team 3: 10, Team 4: 9, and Team 2: 7.
Mike, A.K.A. The Sang Factor was
disappointed to hear the news. Upon
learning about the second place finish Mike
said, "I don't know, I just want to be happy. I
could be in a hole somewhere. Or I could
completely lose it and be some hippy living in
the woods with my dad."
Cabin Talk
CT
Haley L: Sarah's my favorite <3 #dreamteam
Alexis P: Camp is fun
Brooke R: Camp is so much fun!
Olivia W (Counselor): I'm so glad that I had
the opportunity to come back to camp this
year. This week was great and I look forward
to many more. Connecticut girls, keep being
great! Everyone else, I had a lot of fun and I
hope to see you again.

MEI:
Samantha C: Camp is pretty Gucci
Sydney G: Sam's bed is really comfy

Abby L: This week was so much fun! ©
Bella S: NEOFA is love. NEOFA is life.
Sierra W (Counselor): I'm so glad that I got to
work here. I love Sydney because she gives
me love!
ME2:
Sarah C: Sarah was here. Haley is awesome
Amya D: Camp is love. Camp is life
Lilly P: Jesse has good Jolly Ranchers
Alyssa S: RJ is so cool. Jesse is cool too.
Natasha and Naomi are the best
Namoi (Counselor): Gerald
Natasha P (Counselor): Gerald

MAI:
Kallie P: Camp NEOFA was awesome. I was a
great experience to. I'm going to miss Mike.
Natalee P: You have great hair. I did not like
the walk. You are awesome.
Zoie S: Camp is fun
Hayley B (Counselor): Please don't hurt the
pink and yellow moths. They're really cool
and I hope to see more of them. Also, if
anyone (camperorcounselor) wants to teach
me how to French braid, it would be much
appreciated!
Rll:
Blake M: Camp is the best!
Devon S: I hope Andrew is going to be my CIT
RJ P (Counselor): Here come dat fellow! (See
Tauri)

VT:
Robert K: Camp is the best
Ethan T: 5th year (8th week). Still not bored of
Camp NEOFA. When you're bored...BAM!
You're hit with something new.
Nathan (Counselor): I'm enjoying my time
here. I already feel like I'm one of these
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campers/counselors. No one's rude to me
because I'm a Texan. Everyone's great. I'm
having a fun time.

Abigail Lambert
74 Madison Street
Auburn, ME 04210

NH:
Max C: NH is life
Andrew M: NEOFA is Love. NEOFA is life.
Michael W: Camp is super fun
Tauri M: OH GOODNESS, HOW DO YOU DO!
I'd like to thank Mike and the staff for making
my first year counseling very fun and
amazing.

Haley Levasseur
7 Class Street
Lewiston, ME 04240

Camper Addresses

Samantha Cannon
22 Old Sullivan Road
Gilsum, NH 03448

Max Champagne
20 King Drive
Plainfield, NH 03781

Sarah Cilley
44 Petticoat Hill
Princeton, ME 04668

Amya Doyle
7 Class Street
Lewiston, ME 04240
Sydney Gilbert
704 Lincolnville Avenue
Searsmont, ME 04973

Robert Koehne
25 Ide Avenue
East Providence, Rl 02914

Andrew Martin
57 Lucky's Run
Standish, ME 04084
Blake Mitchell
24 Lakeside Lane
Robbinston, ME 04671

Alexis Petit
191 New Road
Arundel, ME 04046
Kallie Petit
191 New Road
Arundel, ME 04046

Lilly Petterson
85 Renihan Meadows
Lebanon, NH 03766
Natalee Peterson
85 Renihan Meadows
Lebanon, NH 03766

Brooke Richards
18 Harvest Drive
Hookset, NH 03106
Alyssa Stevens
20 Weswind Heights
Princeton, ME 04668
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Devon Stewart
3 Kelley Street
Fairfield, ME 04937

Allison Kisel
633 Crane Canyon Place
Round Rock, TX 78665

Zoie Stewart
3 Kelley Street
Fairfield, ME 04937

Sharon Lasota
213 Stillwater Avenue Apt 4
Bangor, ME 04401

Izabella Stubbs
Tl Vale Street
Lewiston, ME 04240

Renee Leask
1317 Middle Road
Dresden, ME 04342

Ethan Tokarz
3 Fairfield Avenue
Tauton, MA 02780

Emma McKearney
31 Sumae Drive
Brunswick, ME 04011

Michael Weeks
1059 Route 120
Meriden, NH 03370

Tauri Moore
23 Hazel Street
New Haven, CT 06511

Staff Addresses

Nathan Painter
300 Wells Branch Parkway Apt 2101
Austin, TX 78728

Alice Bennett
PO Box 122
Shelburne, VT 05482

Haley Bushong
16701 Cypress Landing Cove
Austin, TX 78717
Naomi Cummings-Tremblay
117 Lessner Road
Damariscotta, ME 04543
Logan Davidson
10709 Onyx Cove
Austin, TX 78750

Caleb Jones
3020 North Road Apt 1
Waitsfield, VT 05673

RJ Parent
13 Freeway Drive
Attleboro, MA 02703
Natasha Petit
191 New Road
Arundel, ME 04046

Tayler Phillips
20 Rock Street
Mansfield, MA 02049

Keith Ploof
PO Box 54
Highgate Center, VT 05459
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Jesse Plourde
4787 Kennebec Road
Dixmont, ME 04432
Michael Sang
640 New England Road
Guilford, CT 06437

Shirley Stancheva
PO Box 943
Ashland, NH 03217

Logan Davidson
Rll-Wtterfront

Sierra Wallace
202 Sam Day Hill Road
Phippsburg, ME 04562

Olivia Winchenbach
646 Wapping Road
Portsmouth, Rl 02871

Caleb Jones
NH - Sports and Games

Meet the Staff

Allison Kisel

Hayley Bushong
MAI - Nature

Naomi Cummings-Tremblay

CT- -^^te^r"fr^ont

Renee Leask
MAI - Nature

ME2- Archery
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Tauri Moore
NH - Nature

Tayler Phillips
MEI - Archery

Nathan Painter
VT-Sports and Games

Jesse Plourde
VT - Waterfront

RJ Parent
Rll — Sports and Games

Sierra Wallace
MEI-Arts and Crafts

Natasha Petit
ME2-Arts and Crafts

Olivia Winchenbach
CT-Sports and Games
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